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Abstract 
 

Disasters are hazards, whether natural or caused by humans, that seriously impair the functioning of a 

community or society. They involve significant losses in terms of people, property, and resources, as 

well as negative effects on the environment. This research focus on the improvement of the disaster 

awareness and preparedness of Sta. Fe O-it Elementary School’s personnel and students and compare 

their level of disaster awareness before and after undergoing a Disaster Risk Reduction and 

Management training/seminar.The tool that assessed the respondents’ disaster awareness and 

prepared with the use of a survey questionnaire that composed of five indicators. The data was 

analyzed by means of t-test and the result shown that there is a significant improvement on the level 

of disaster awareness and preparedness of the respondents after conducting a seminar. 
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Introduction 

 

The most crucial factor to take into account in any 

circumstance is the safety of each individual. In 

actuality, safety precautions are included in all 

educational institutions and organizations. The 

majority of schools now have preparation plans in 

place, greatly lessening the impact of incidents. Both 

the Humanitarian Charter and International 

Humanitarian Law (Geneva Conventions, 1949) make 

reference to protecting children from tragedy. It states 

the right to protection and aid and outlines the 

fundamental principles that underpin humanitarian 

action. The charter acknowledges the sector's readiness 

to defend the right to a life with dignity, to be safe 

from harm, and to have access to necessities in the 

event of emergencies.According to Carter (2001), a 

school serves as a child's second crucial grooming 

ground after their family and community since there, 

they are taught new information and abilities. The 

youngsters should be able to play here in a secure 

setting. Priority and serious consideration must be 

given to school safety. It is a legal issue since schools 

may be held responsible if they fail to take steps to 

ensure a secure learning environment. 

 

The Philippines' geographic location makes us more 

vulnerable to various hazards. According to the 

reference guide of Philippine Disaster Management 

2018, the Philippines is geographically situated in 

Southeast Asia, making it particularly vulnerable to 

natural disasters. The nation is affected by typhoons, 

earthquakes, floods, volcanic eruptions, landslides, and 

fires. Natural disasters are unpredictable and can result 

in significant property damage and devastating loss of 

life. Due to the school's location and, more 

importantly, the students' susceptibility, the 

educational system has been impacted by the necessity 

of class suspension. It denies students their right to a 

top-notch education and imperils both the students' and 

school staff's security. The national level's efforts to 

reduce disaster risk are frequently insufficient to shield 

towns and households from the devastating effects of 

natural disasters. Local government and disaster-relief 

organizations need some time to mobilize resources to 

an impacted area after a disaster has happened, which 

complicates public efforts by addressing local needs 

and conditions. Increased local efforts, engaging 

communities and individual households, are required 

in addition to national actions to assist endure 

upcoming shocks (Hoffmann & Muttarak, 2014). 

 

The Comprehensive DRRM in Basic Education 

Framework was developed by DepEd with the 

issuance of DO 37 s2015 following the promulgation 

of Republic Act 10121, also known as the Philippine 

DRRM Act of 2010, which highlights three pillars, 

including safe learning environments, school disaster 

management, and disaster risk reduction in education. 

The  Comprehensive DRRM in Basic Education 

Framework seeks to; 1. Protect learners and education 

workers from death, injury, and harm in schools; 2. 

Plan for educational continuity in the face of expected 

hazards and threats; 3. Safeguard education sector 

investments; and 4. Strengthen risk reduction and 

resilience through education. Despite our nation's 

susceptibility to natural disasters, the DepEd is taking 

this move to guarantee the continuity of education. 

Since vulnerability refers to how susceptible a person, 

a community, assets, or systems are to the effects of 

hazards, education—including both school-based and 
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less formalized approaches—can also significantly 

reduce the likelihood of natural disasters and hazards 

(Twigg, 2020). Education can encourage the adoption 

of safety precautions and help increase household 

awareness. Additionally, it can help with the provision 

of vital intangible and material resources needed to 

successfully protect against and adapt to natural 

hazards. In order to reduce disaster risk and other 

environmental risks on both a household and 

community level, education is a crucial component 

(Kagawa & Selby, 2013).Disasters are unavoidable, 

and when they do, they may result in the loss of life, 

property damage, and disrupted study schedules. As a 

result, the study looked into and enhanced the 

preparedness for emergencies of the students and staff 

of Sta. Fe O-it Elementary School. 

 

Research Questions 

 
This study sought to improve the level of disaster 

awareness and preparedness of the Sta. Fe O-it 

Elementary School. Specifically, it aims to answer the 

question: 

 

1. What is the level of disaster awareness and 

preparedness of Sta. Fe O-it Elementary School on the 

following indicators before undergoing a 

trainings/seminars on Disaster Risk Reduction 

Management? 

1.1 Disaster-Related Knowledge; 

1.2 Disaster Preparedness and Readiness; 

1.3 Disaster Adaptation; 

1.4 Disaster Awareness; and 

1.5 Disaster Risk Perception? 

2. What is the level of disaster awareness and 

preparedness of Sta. Fe O-it Elementary School on the 

fol lowing indicators after undergoing a 

trainings/seminars on Disaster Risk Reduction 

Management? 

2.1 Disaster-Related Knowledge; 

2.2 Disaster Preparedness and Readiness; 

2.3 Disaster Adaptation; 

2.4 Disaster Awareness; and 

2.5 Disaster Risk Perception? 

3. Is there a significant difference on the level of 

disaster awareness and preparedness of Sta. Fe O-it 

Elementary School on the following indicators before 

and after undergoing a trainings/seminars on Disaster 

Risk Reduction Management? 

3.1 Disaster-Related Knowledge; 

3.2 Disaster Preparedness and Readiness; 

3.3 Disaster Adaptation; 

3.4 Disaster Awareness; and 

3.5 Disaster Risk Perception? 

4. What is the implication of the study? 

 

 Methodology 

The researcher employed a descriptive study design in 

this action investigation. The descriptive research 

technique involves the process of disciplined inquiry 

through the collection and analysis of empirical data, 

and each strives to develop knowledge (Best & Kahn, 

2007). This method is a research study that can gather 

information about present situations or find significant 

relationships between current occurrences (Bryman & 

Bell, 2011). Descriptive research is concerned with 

acquiring information about current events or 

occurrences in order to describe and interpret them. 

This form of research entails more than just gathering 

and tabulating data; it also requires correct analysis, 

interpretation, comparisons, and trend and relationship 

detection (Salaria, 2012). 

 

This study assesses on the level of awareness and 

preparedness Sta. Fe O-it Elementary School in the 

Implementation of Disaster Risk Reduction and 

Management Program. 

 

Respondents 

 
The respondents of the study are the personnel and 

students of Sta. Fe O-it Elementary School. 

 

Table 1. Respondent 

 

 

 

The respondents are the nine (9) personnel and forty- 

five students of Sta. Fe O-it Elementary School with 

an overall total of fifty-four (54) respondents. 

 

Instrument 

 
The primary research instrument was a survey 

questionnaire. According to Sapsford and Jupp (2006), 

questionnaires are a great alternative to consider when 

conducting a survey because they can be designed by 

the researcher or based on a pre-existing index. The 

researcher adapted a 5-point Likert scale questionnaire 
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to assess the level of disaster awareness and 

preparedness of the Sta. Fe o-it Elementary School 

personnel and students before and after undergoing on 

a trainings/seminars on Disaster Risk Reduction 

Management. 

 

Data Gathering Procedure 

 
The researcher requested permission and consent from 

Sta's principal. Elementary School Fe O-it. The aims 

of the study were communicated with the respondents 

to ensure the seamless administration of the survey 

instrument, and their replies were treated with the 

strictest confidentially. Data was collected, counted, 

analyzed, and interpreted. In order to analyze the 

gathered data, conventional statistical processes and 

the Excel computer software program will be used. 

 
Ethical Consideration 

 
Before doing this study, a permit from the School 

Head must be obtained. The researcher obtained the 

consent of the respondents, and an agreement was 

reached to ensure that their personal data and replies 

would be kept confidential and used solely for research 

reasons. 

 

Results and Discussion 

 

Table 2. Results on the Perception of the SFOES 

Personnel towards Level of Disaster Awareness and 

Preparedness before and after undergoing a Disaster 

Risk Reduction Management seminar 

 

 

Table 2 reveals the results on the perception of the 

SFOES personnel towards Level of Disaster 

Awareness and Preparedness before and after 

undergoing a Disaster Risk Reduction Management 

training/seminar. 

 

 

 
The results show that there is a significant difference 

on the mean scores of the respondents on indicators 

1,2 and 3, while for the indicators 4 and 5 the result 

shows that there is no significant difference on the 

two. 

 

Similarly, the computed t-value to test the significant 

difference in the overall mean score on the perception 

of the respondents towards Level of Disaster 

Awareness and Preparedness before and after 

undergoing a Disaster Risk Reduction Management 

seminar is 2.06 which is also significant at 5% level. 

 

Table 3. Results on the Perception of the SFOES 

Students towards Level of Disaster Awareness and 

Preparedness before and after undergoing a Disaster 

Risk Reduction Management seminar 

 

 

Table 3 reveals that there is a significant difference on 

the perception of the SFOES students towards Level of 

Disaster Awareness and Preparedness before and after 

undergoing a Disaster Risk Reduction Management 

seminar on all the indicators. With the overall 

computed t-value of 2.44 which is significant at 5% 

level. The null hypothesis is rejected. 

 

The table 4 shows the combined mean of the 

respondents in every indicator. The results revealed 

that by undergoing a seminar on Disaster Risk 

Reduction Management the respondent’s level of 

disaster awareness and preparedness improved for 

every indicator. Therefor the null hypothesis is 

rejected, hence there is a significant difference on the 

level of disaster awareness and preparedness of the 

personnel and students Sta. Fe O-it Elementary 

School. 
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Table 4. Significant Difference on the Mean Scores of 

the SFOES Personnel and Students towards Level of 

Disaster Awareness and Preparedness before and 

after undergoing a Disaster Risk Reduction 

Management seminar 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

Disaster preparedness draws largely on educational 

planning. Education planning begins with a vision for 

change or benefit. As a result, the educational planner 

creates a road map to help bring about the desired 

transformation. Similarly, disaster awareness entails 

identifying activities to be carried out as part of 

disaster risk management. Schools that have adequate 

disaster preparedness manage disaster risks very well. 

The entire school community must be directly 

involved in learning about disaster preparedness and 

identifying ways to protect the schools (Kay, 2003). 

 

Prior to the Disaster Risk Reduction Management 

Seminar, respondents' perceptions of disaster 

awareness and readiness were relatively low, 

compared to the results following the seminar. It may 

be concluded that after attending the aforementioned 

seminar, the respondents got new knowledge and 

realized the necessity of catastrophe management in 

their daily life. Based on the results presented, it can 

be inferred that the program conducted is deemed 

effective and has shown significant improvement on 

the level of disaster awareness and preparedness of 

Sta. Fe O-it Elementary School. 

 

With the positive result of the program conducted, the 

conduct of Disaster Risk Reduction Management 

Seminar is recommended to be sustained and further 

subject for monitoring of progress and evaluation. 

Based on the positive results of the study, the 

r e s e a r ch e r  has o f f e red  the fo l lo w in g  

recommendations: (1) School officials should work 

with appropriate agencies to create awareness among 

school workers so that they can properly assist 

students. (2) Mock drills and evacuation exercises 

should be practiced on a regular basis in coordination 

with the appropriate authorities, and students should 

participate actively in these drills. (3) Messages about 

disaster preparedness and awareness can be distributed 

to kids through posters, magazines, and even social 

media. 
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