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Abstract 
 

There are issues about possessing weapons among students in Morong National High School. This 

study’s aim is to determine the perceived causes of the students' illegal possession of deadly 

weapons. A quantitative research methodology was used in the study. This study has 22 respondents, 

6 for involved, 6 for witness, and 10 for teachers engaged in an interview. They were chosen through 

a purposive sampling technique.This study’s findings revealed that the most common cause of illegal 

possession of weapons among students is self-defense.From the findings, the perceived causes of the 

students' illegal possession of deadly weapons are self-defense, physical fighting, showing off, 

curiosity, parenting, and their surroundings. The overlapping causes of the respondents' illegal 

possession are self-defense and physical fight, which were mentioned 11 times each, followed by 

physical fight, which was mentioned twice. 
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Introduction 

 

School safety is essential for improved student 

outcomes. Moreover, it seeks to protect students, 

teachers, and personnel from violence, harassment, 

bullying, and substance abuse. In that case, schools 

should be a safe place from the violence that touches 

so many students, however, many people state they 

lack proper legal protection against the presence of 

dangerous weapons or possible weapons in schools. 

Morong National High School is an integrated school 

that caters programs for different types of students: 

students from special curricular programs (prime 

students), students from homogeneous sections (pilot 

students), students from heterogeneous sections, and 

senior high school students. Every school has different 

guidelines regarding weapons. There have been a 

number of recent cases where students have faced 

serious disciplinary action for possessing dangerous 

weapons and other look-alike weapons in school. 

Under Department Order No. 32, s. 2019, armed 

combatants from both government forces and armed 

organizations should not be present in schools. If 

necessary, government authorities' armed force 

protection units must be placed nearby rather than 

inside the school. 

 

Possession of deadly weapons in school has become a 

risk for many students and even the teachers, both 

those who intend to exploit others. Illegal possession is 

a possession on which legal deterrents are imposed 

because the property is not lawfully possessed. A 

weapon or possible dangerous weapon has been 

carried in schools even when it is not intended to be 

used. Items such as baseball bats, pipes, bottles, locks, 

sticks, pencils, and pens may be considered weapons if 

used or attempted to be used to cause bodily harm. 

Underlying the reasons students bring weapons to 

school may be because of the threat across the country. 

Apart from this, it can also be the societal attitude that 

violence is an effective way to deal with problems.As 

this study may extent an individual possessed weapons 

and even widen their knowledge about the following 

consequences and punishment for their actions. 

Through this research, we tend to find the reasons and 

perceived causes of the students among the weapon 

possession in Morong National High School. 

 

Research Questions 

 
The study aims to determine the perceived causes on 

illegal possession on deadly weapons in Morong 

National High School.Specifically, it aims to answer 

the following questions: 

 

1. What are the perceived causes of the respondents on 

the illegal possession of deadly weapons? 

1.1 What are the perceived causes of involved in 

illegal possession of weapons? 

1.2 What are the perceived causes of the witnesses 

on illegal possession of weapons? 

1.3 What are the perceived causes of the teachers on 

illegal possession of deadly weapons? 

2. What are the overlapping causes of the students on 

illegal possession of deadly weapons? 

3. What are the implications on the perceived causes of 

the students on the illegal possession of deadly 
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weapons? 

4. What action plan can be made on the perceived 

causes of the students on illegal possession of deadly 

weapons? 

 

Methodology 

Research Design 

 
This study used qualitative design using interview 

questions to determine the perceived causes of the 

students on illegal possession of deadly weapons in 

Morong National high School. 

 

Population and Sampling 

 
The respondents were gathered through purposive 

sampling. The researchers interviewed the selected 

students who were involved with possession of deadly 

weapons and randomly interviewed teachers and 

witnesses in Morong National High School. 

 

Instrument 

 
First, to identify the perceived causes of the students 

on illegal possession of deadly weapons, interviews 

were used. Second, to identify the overlapping causes 

among the respondents, thematic analysis was used. 

Then, to determine the overlapping causes among the 

respondents, narrative analysis was used. Lastly, to 

determine what action can be taken from the 

implication of the respondents' perceived causes, 

narrative analysis was also used. 

 

Data Collection 

 
The researchers interviewed teachers, witnesses, and 

involved. Before the interview, consent letters were 

given to the respondents to ensure their safety and 

respect their personal decisions and information. This 

included the study objectives and the rights of the 

participants. To ascertain the responses addressing the 

perceived causes and the most common response, this 

study used a qualitative approach. 

 

Data Analysis 

 
This study used a descriptive method to sort and 

examine the results from the interview questions. 

Following the data collection, thematic approach was 

utilized to find patterns or themes between each 

outcome. The data from teachers and students were 

kept separated for the thematic analysis. Narrative 

analysis focuses on one topic and analyzes the data 

collected from the interview. 

 

Results and Discussion 
 

Table 1.1 shows the students who are involved on the 

illegal possession of deadly weapons. Involved 1 

stated “Someone from the school threatened me, I 

don't like being threatened so I brought it to school just 

in case something bad happens, I am prepared to 

defend myself.”Additionally, Involved 3, 4, and 5 

having the prevalence reason that they also used the 

weapon only for self defense precisely because they 

had a fight with someone or because they wanted to 

avenge someone.Involved 2 claimed that they only 

brought the weapon to school to show off and 

moreover, Involved 6, a victim of hold up incident 

which made its instinct to defend themselves by 

possessing weapons to school. 

 

Table 1.1. Perceived causes of involved students on 

illegal possession of deadly weapon 

 

 

Table 1.2 shows the students who are involved in the 

illegal possession of deadly weapons in 

school. Witness 1, 2, 5, and 6 saw a student bring a 

weapon to school, to protect themselves from 

dangerous situations like hold-up incidents or to 

protect themselves from their enemies inside or 

outside the school. According to Witness 2, the one 

they saw who was carrying a weapon used it in a 

fight.Witness 4 stated “He showed me a knife, I asked 

what it was for, he told me that it was for self-defense 

because u will never know what might happen while 

we're on the road.” 
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Table 1.2. Perceived causes of witness students on 

illegal possession of deadly weapon 

 

 
 

Table 1.3. Perceived causes of teachers on Illegal 

Possession of Deadly Weapon 

 

 

Table 1.3 shows the perceived causes of teachers on 

illegal possession of deadly weapons by students on 

school facilities. According to Teacher 1, a student 

brings a weapon because of their surroundings 

relatedly to Teacher 6 whereas a student brings a 

weapon because of the pandemic and its parenting 

style that affects a student's behavior.Teacher 2 stated 

that their student used only the weapon for self 

defense. therefore, Teacher 5 and Teacher 7 also stated 

that their student brought the weapon to school 

because the students were scared that the one they got 

to fight with might go back and do some revenge on 

them. Specifically, the weapon is for self defense or 

for self-protection.Teacher 10 stated "My student said 

that he found the balisong on the road. He got curious 

so he picked it up and put it in his bag" According to 

them, their seatmate was concerned because they saw 

a balisong on its bag. Furthermore, Teacher 4, 9, and 3 

claimed that limiting access to weapons reduces 

violence. 

 

Overlapping Causes of Students on Illegal 

Possession of Deadly Weapon 

 

Self-defense is the most common causes on illegal 

possession of deadly weapon. Because by carrying a 

weapon, their fear and anxiety about what might 

happen to them is reduced. Based on the findings of 

David Hemenway from the Department of Health 

Policy and Management the respondents ranged from 

age 12 to 17 years old with an almost equal number in 

each age category. 43 percent were of different races 

and 98 percent were attending school with weapons. 

Many was reported living in a home with a firearm. 

Approximately these California adolescents reported a 

gun threat against them and reported using a gun in 

self-defense. 

 

Similarly, to this study's findings, 11 of the 

respondents answered the weapon is for self-defense. 

Physical fight, they bring weapons to control over their 

opponent, to feel superior and gain more confidence. 

Based on the 2 respondents in our result, they used the 

weapon to defend themselves in a physical fight 

differing from the other respondent who used it to 

avenge their cousin. Showing off is frequently done 

among youths. Though being mentioned once, it is 

only done in order to outdo someone or an act or 

display of arrogance towards his/her classmate having 

a possession of illegal possession of deadly weapons. 

wanted to act cool in front of everyone. Students and 

their curiosity. Based on another respondent, they 

weren't aware by taking the balisong they found on the 

road. Furthermore, parenting has been aslo mentioned 

once. Improper guidance is also one of the causes of 

student's possession of weapons in school. Lastly, the 

surroundings, a student can be influenced by their 

friends or schoolmates depending on their environment 

about possessing weapons. 

 

Figure 1:3 shows the implication of the perceived 

causes of students on illegal possession of deadly 

weapons. It shows that the perceived causes of 

students on illegal possession of deadly weapons can 

also affect everyone, not just the respondents 

themselves. Students frequently seek to outdo one 

another at school in order to appear cool in front of 

everyone. Along with our implication, other students 

might also do the same thing making the situation 

difficult to stop. Students were mostly inevitable to be 

affected by their schoolmate's influence. Hence, the 

cases of illegal possession of weapons in school will 

increase. 
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Moreover, the result of this study shows that physical 

fighting is one of the reasons why they bring weapons 

to school. Along with this, It might also disrupt other 

students' learning. Thus, it can have a negative effect 

on them—not only the students but everyone. 

However, if cases or situations like this are not 

handled well, teachers or the disciplinary system will 

be to blame. Situations like this will affect school 

reputation, number of enrollments, school safety will 

be questioned and possible trust of the parents. 

 
 

 
Figure1. The Implications of the perceived reasons of 

students on illegal possession of deadly weapons 

 

Action plan for the Implications of the Students on 

Illegal Possession of Deadly weapons 

 

Keeping students safe allows them to look forward to 

being in an encouraging environment that promotes 

social and creative learning. The safety and well-being 

of students within the school environment are the most 

important. The securities should be tightened so that 

students can no longer carry a deadly weapon, creating 

points of controlled access so anyone entering the 

school grounds must go through metal detectors or 

through the consent of the parents to extensive bag 

checks to make sure no weapons are being carried on 

the property. But also pay more attention to the 

students who have problems which affect their 

behavior that causes them to possess weapons in 

school, and also acknowledge the feelings of the 

individual. Then, tell the adviser right away if you see 

a student carrying a weapon because teachers will 

know how to handle the situation. 

Conclusion 

 

The perceived causes of the students on the illegal 

possession of deadly weapons are self-defense, 

physical fight, show off, curiosity, parenting, and their 

surroundings.The overlapping causes of the 

respondents on illegal possession are self-defense and 

physical fight having been mentioned 11 times, 

followed by physical fight that was mentioned 2 times. 

The remaining experiences were only mentioned 

once.Students possessing weapons can disrupt learning 

and have a negative effect on the students and teachers 

also in the school's reputation, in enrollments, safety, 

and trust.The most important idea is to ensure the 

safety and well-being of students in the school 

environment by tightening security, creating points of 

controlled access, and recognizing the feelings of those 

who possess weapons. 

 

The current study can be interpreted as a first step in 

the research on the perceived causes of students on 

illegal possession of deadly weapons. However, 

readers should consider the following limitations when 

evaluating the merits of this study. The results of this 

study should be treated with caution since the 

respondents were only voluntarily selected and also 

considering the fact that it is only focused on Morong 

National High School. The researchers recommend 

that schools should tighten their security and give 

students more knowledge about weapons and the 

punishments and risks of using them. Future research 

could further examine the different factors on lived 

experiences of students and teachers on illegal 

possession of deadly weapons using other schools as 

their focus. It could also contribute to a deeper 

understanding of the students in terms of their 

behaviors, experiences, parenting style, environment, 

and traumas. 

 
References 

D a t a  P r i v a c y  A c t  o f 2 0 1 2  

https://www.privacy.com.ph/learn-data-privacy-compliance/data-pri 

v a c y -  

%20faqs/#:~:text=Republic%20Act%20No.,the%20processing%20o 

f%20personal%20information. 

 

DepEd Order No. 32, s. 2019 DepEd National Policy Framework on 

Learners and Schools as Zones of Peace - TeacherPH 

 

Department of Health Policy and Management, Harvard School of 

P u b l i c  H e a l t h ,  B o s t o n , M a s s .  

https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamapediatrics/fullarticle/485678 

 

Duah, E. (2021). Bullying victimization, health strains and juvenile 

delinquency in Ghana. PhD Dissertation, Graduate Faculty of the 

U n i v e r s i t y  o f A k r o n   

http://www.privacy.com.ph/learn-data-privacy-compliance/data-pri


Psych Educ, 2023, 11: 10-14, Document ID:2023 PEMJ934, doi:10.5281/zenodo.8174178, ISSN 2822-4353 

Research Article  

Cornejo et al. 14/14 

 

 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://e 

td.ohiolink.edu/apexprod/rws_etd/send_file/send%3Faccession%3D 

akron1619601395448056%26disposition%3Dinline&ved=2ahUKE 

w i S i v K 3 r s z 9 A h  V Q x T g G H Y r p A -  

MQFnoECAkQAQ&usg=AOvVaw2RXyeGeInv_OBiJwSIX9GO. 

 

I l l e g a l  p o s s e s s i o n  

(n.d.).https://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/illegal%20possession. 

 
Illegal Possession and Action Against the Illegal owner (n.d.) 

https://www.lawinsider.in/columns/what-is-illegal-%20possession-a 

nd-action-against-the-illegal-owner?amp. 

 

Khan, S., & Jahan, M. (2012). Humanistic psychology: A rise for 

positive psychology. Indian Journal of Positive Psychology, 3(2), 

207–211. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12103-020-09521-9. 

 
https://positivepsychology.com/humanistic-psychology/#:~:text=Hu 

manistic%20psychology%20is%20a%20holistic,the%20nucleus%20 

of%20psychol ogical%20establishment. 

 

LaMance, K. (2018, April 20). Laws Prohibiting Weapons at 

u b m e d . n c b i . n l m . n i h . g o v / 3 1 9 5 8 6 1 7 / & v e 

d=2ahUKEwj3n_CLrsz9AhX7wzgGHQrXCvYQFnoECAcQAQ&u 

sg=AOvVaw2TvtWeJK8Pa9NkVxUuUKPf. 

 

W e a p o n s . 

(n.d.).https://ojjdp.ojp.gov/sites/g/files/xyckuh176/files/jjbulletin/98 

04/weapons.html. 

 

W e a p o n s a n d S c h o o l s  

(n.d) https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/health-safety/school-% 

2 0sa fe ty -%20 cente r / schoo l - sa fe ty -p rep a red ness -and -  

re spon se/weap on s -and -schoo ls   

 

Weapons at School: Student Rights and Disciplinary consequences 

( A c t  2 6 ) ( n . d )  

https://www.elc-pa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Act-26-Fact-Sh 

eet_Weapons-at- School.pdf 

 

Affiliations and Corresponding Information 

S c h o o l s .  L e g a l M a t c h L a w L i b r a r y . 

https://www.legalmatch.com/law-library/article/laws-prohibiting-we 

apons-at-schools.html. 

 

Mattson, S. A., Sigel, E., & Mercado, M. C. (2020). Risk and 

Protective Factors Associated with Youth Firearm Access, 

Possession or Carrying. American journal of criminal justice: AJCJ, 

45(5), 844-864. https://doi.org/10.1007/s12103-020-09521-9. 

 

Nwikpo, M. N. Anierobi, E.I. Okeke, A.N & In Ejiofor, A. P (2020). 

Prevalence of weapon-carrying/use amongst senior secondary school 

students in Anambra State, Nigeria. African Journal of Human 

D e v e l o p m e n t  an d  L i f e s p a n ,  V o l u m e  2 ,  Pp 88-

104.https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url= 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC%205175205/&ved 

=2ahUKEwjH4sClrsz9AhVm4DgGHZbvCbUQFnoECBYQAQ&us 

g=AOvVaw1C5nSeeUbPi5UcnBM%206P4p5. 

 

School  safety  prepa redness  and response (n.d . ) .  

https://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/health-safety/school- safety- 

center/school-safety-preparedness-and-response/weapons-and- 

schools. 

 

Smith M.E., Sharpe T.L., Richardson J., Pahwa R., Smith D., 

DeVylder J. The impact of exposure to gun violence fatality on 

mental health outcomes in four urban US settings. Social Science & 

M e d i c i n e .  2 0 2 0 ; 2 4 6 : 1 1 2 5 8 7 .  

https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url=https://p 

Janine F. Cornejo 

Morong National High School  

Department of    Education - Philippines 

Marchelle C. Espinar 

Morong National High School  

Department of  Education - Philippines 

Anley Sofia T. Gaso 

Morong National High School  

Department of  Education - Philippines 

Jewel Ann N. Gutierrez 

Morong National High School  

Department of    Education - Philippines 

Juliann Eyra F. Rempillo 

Morong National High School  

Department of  Education - Philippines 

Brandon Arnold B. Velasquez 

Morong National High School  

Department of  Education - Philippines 

Reinald A. Gutierrez 

Morong National High School  

Department of  Education - Philippines 

http://www.vocabulary.com/dictionary/illegal%20possession
http://www.lawinsider.in/columns/what-is-illegal-%20possession-a
http://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/health-safety/school-%25
http://www.elc-pa.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Act-26-Fact-Sh
http://www.legalmatch.com/law-library/article/laws-prohibiting-we
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url
http://www.google.com/url?sa=t&source=web&rct=j&url
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC%205175205/%26ved
http://www.k12.wa.us/student-success/health-safety/school-

